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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This comprehensive course will explore what it means to achieve environmental justice for communities of color and low-income communities by examining constitutional claims and environmental and civil rights laws, as well as federal and state policies that impact environmental protection.  Students will identify current challenges and successes to advancing environmental justice and will develop various legal and policy strategies for addressing disproportionate environmental and health burdens on communities.

REQUIREMENTS
I. Complete Reading Assignments Prior to Scheduled Classes:
· Clifford Villa, Nadia Ahmad,  and Rebecca Bratspies, et al.,  Environmental Justice:  Law, Policy & Regulation. Third Edition (2020).  Unless otherwise specified, we will cover one chapter per week.
· Additional reading assignments may be provided in class.  If you miss a class, check with the reference librarian who will have any additional materials distributed during class.

II. Class Attendance:
Regular and punctual class attendance is required.  A student’s absence must not exceed 15% of the regularly scheduled class meetings.
III. Weekly News Clips and Class Participation:
Each student must attend and be prepared to participate in each class discussion.  Each week, students must identify a news article or publication that addresses the topics raised in the week’s readings.  Students must send their article to their colleagues and the professors by noon each Tuesday.  Students must be prepared to discuss their article in class.  (15% of final grade)
IV. Quizzes:
Students may be given a quiz on the reading at the end or beginning of each class (10% of the final grade).
V. Research Paper:
Each student must submit for the Professors’ approval, a proposed paper topic, a narrative outline of the proposed paper, and a final research paper.  The topic, including a paper title and an outline of one to two pages in length, shall be submitted by email to the Professors at the February 13, 2025 class.  The narrative outline of the proposed paper shall be five to seven pages in length and shall be submitted to the Professors at the March 13, 2025 class.  In addition, a list of proposed sources shall also be submitted at that time.  Finally, the paper shall be 20-25 pages in length (excluding endnotes) double-spaced, and include endnotes, not footnotes, page numbers, and a bibliography completed in accordance with the Uniform System of Citations (the Blue Book).  The paper is due no later than 11:59 p.m. on April 24, 2025.
Each student must submit a final written paper of her/his own authorship that addresses a unique aspect of environmental justice.  The paper shall be an original work prepared exclusively for this course.  
Students will be asked to present their papers to the seminar.  Papers must be submitted via email and be written in Word for Windows (75% of final grade).
office hours for consultations with professor
The office hours of the Professors will be by appointment.  We encourage the use of email to schedule appointments.
seminar subject matter coverage*
VI. Working Definitions of Environmental Justice and Environmental Justice Law.
VII. Overview of Key Questions to be Addressed in Summary Fashion:
A. What is the “environment”?

B. What are environmental problems or issues addressed by the law?

C. What is environmental law?

1. Domestic (or municipal) law of the environment

2. International Law of the Environment

D. How does environmental justice law supplement and enhance environmental law to ensure justice for disadvantaged peoples confronting disproportionate burdens of environmental harm caused by human conduct.

E. What is a method for:

1. environmental problem identification and analysis on an interdisciplinary basis?

2. applications of existing environmental law and remedies to resolve such problems?

3. identification of inadequacies of such law and remedies and their equitable enforcement?

4. identification of current reform proposals to address such inadequacies?

5. creative environmental legal problem solving by students that addresses inadequacies of current law and its enforcement?

F. What is a method for environmental justice problem identification, analysis, and resolution?

How to identify and/or address environmental justice issues in an area of interest to you (e.g., an issue arising in Washington, D.C., your hometown, or other area that is significant to you).
VIII. Environmental Justice Law:  The Specifics

A. Federal and selected state constitutional rights and remedies

1. Equal protection

2. Due process (substantive or procedural)?

3. Express environmental protection rights under selected state constitutions

4. Substantive rights to environmental quality

B. Federal Statutory Rights:

1. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, and regulations issued pursuant to it.

2. Other federal civil rights statutes and regulations (for example, Fair Housing Act), etc.

3. Federal Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice and agency policies and procedures to implement it.

C. Major proposals for additional rights and remedies:  for example, the Congressional Black Caucus’s Environmental Justice Bill, etc.

IX. Interdisciplinary Research Methodology in Environmental Law and Environmental Justice.  (Request for lecture and “Q” and “A” by Reference Librarian and Westlaw, Lexis -- Nexus representative.)
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Suggested supplementary readings:

· Environmental Protection Agency, “Plan EJ 2014,” “EJ 2020 Action Agenda”.

· NAACP, “Coal Blooded: Putting Profits Before People,” (November 2012)

· Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, “Now is the Time:  Environmental Injustice in the U.S. and Recommendations for Eliminating Disparities,” (June 2010).

· Steven Bonorris (Ed.), Environmental Justice for All:  A 50-State Survey of Environmental Justice Law, Policy, and Initiatives, American Bar Association (October 2003).

· B. Bryant (Ed.), Environmental Justice:  Issues, Policies and Solutions (1995).

· R. Bullard (Ed.), Confronting Environmental Racism (1993).

· R.W. Findley, D.A. Farber, J. Freeman, Cases and Materials on Environmental Law, 6th Ed. Thomson West 2003.

· M.B. Gerrard (Ed.), The Law of Environmental Justice:  Theories and Procedures to Address Disproportionate Risks, American Bar Association (1999).

· Barry E. Hill and Nicholas Targ, “The Link Between Protecting Natural Resources and The Issue of Environmental Justice,” 28 B.C. Envtl. Aff. L. Rev. 1 (2000).

· K.A. Manaster (Ed.), Environmental Protection and Justice, 2nd Ed. (2000).

· Zygmunt J.B. Plater with Robert H. Abrams et al., Environmental Law and Policy:  Nature, Law, and Society, 3rd ed. New York:  Aspen Publishers, 2004.

· Nicholas Targ, “Environmental Justice, The Year in Review,” in Year in Review:  Environment, Energy, and Resources Law 2004, ed. American Bar Association (Spring 2004).

· Nicholas Targ, “Third Policy Avenue to Address Environmental Justice:  Civil Rights and Environmental Quality and the Relevance of Social Capital,” 16 Tul. Envtl. L.J. 167 (Winter 2002).

· Human Rights Magazine, 1-27 (October 2003).
Seriousness of Academic Purpose: To achieve its educational purposes, HUSL must maintain an environment conducive to learning and to scholarly endeavors of both faculty and students. Seriousness of academic purpose requires students to prepare daily, to do assignments in a timely fashion, to attend class regularly, to be punctual, and to participate in class in meaningful way.

Attendance Policy​: Regular and punctual attendance is an important part of a student’s legal education. In addition, a student’s participation in class affects other students. As a prospective attorney, a student should develop strong habits of regular attendance. For these reasons, the American Bar Association and the Howard University School of Law require regular and punctual class attendance. In addition, some Bar examiners require the Dean to certify that a student has regularly attended classes before they allow a graduate to sit for a bar examination.  

“Regular attendance” in a course means attending at least 85 percent of scheduled classes during the course of the semester. The percentage of absences is intended to account for the range of minor illnesses, family obligations, interviews, and unplanned events that occur.

Clinics and externships may define “regular attendance” as requiring more than 85 percent of scheduled classes if that definition is clearly set forth in the course syllabus. 

Absences due to curricular and co-curricular requirements will not be counted if the absence is due to an unavoidable scheduling conflict which neither the professor nor the student controls and the notice requirements set forth below are satisfied. Examples of curricular and co-curricular requirements that might cause the type of conflict to which this provision applies include, inter alia, emergency court appearances, moot court competitions, and mock trial competitions.  If an absence is due to a scheduled curricular or co-curricular requirement, then the student must ask the professor of record for the class with the curricular or co-curricular requirement to notify the professor of record for the missed class in writing before the absence. If an absence is due to an unscheduled or emergency curricular or co-curricular requirement, then the student must ask the professor of record for the class with the curricular or co-curricular requirement to notify the professor of record for the missed class in writing within 48 hours of the absence. http://law.howard.edu/content/attendance-policy
Academic Offenses: All students should note that cheating and plagiarism are academic offenses that violate the Howard University Student Code of Conduct and the Howard University School of Law Student Handbook. Students are also expected to be familiar with the Academic Code of Conduct found in the H-Book.  

Howard University Statement of ADA Procedures: Howard University is committed to providing an educational environment that is accessible to all students. In accordance with this policy, students in need of accommodations due to a disability should contact Director of Student Affairs Adrienne Packard regarding disability verification and determination of reasonable accommodations as soon as possible after admission to the School of Law and at the beginning of each semester. Ms. Packard can be reached at 806-8006 or adrienne.packard@law.howard.edu.  

“Writing Matters” 

Writing is an essential tool for thinking and communicating in virtually every discipline and profession. Therefore, in this course I expect you to produce writing that is not only thoughtful and accurate, but also organized, clear, grammatical, and consistent with the conventions of the field. If your writing does not meet these standards, I may deduct points or ask you to revise. For assistance with your writing, go to the student section of the Writing across the Curriculum (WAC) website, http://www.cetla.howard.edu/wac/students.aspx.
CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY
Class attendance is mandatory. 
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308 Attendance Policy

308.1 Statement of Policy Regular and punctual attendance is an important part of a 

student’s legal education. In addition, a student’s participation in class affects other 

students. As a prospective attorney, a student should develop strong habits of regular 

attendance. For these reasons, the American Bar Association and the Howard University 

School of Law require regular and punctual class attendance. In addition, some Bar examiners require the Dean to certify that a student has regularly attended classes before 

they allow a graduate to sit for a bar examination. 

“Regular attendance” in a course means attending at least 85 percent of scheduled classes 

during the semester. The percentage of absences is intended to account for the range of 

minor illnesses, family obligations, interviews, and unplanned events that occur. 

Clinics and externships may define “regular attendance” as requiring more than 85 percent 

of scheduled classes if that definition is clearly set forth in the course syllabus. 

Absences due to curricular and co-curricular requirements will not be counted if the 

absence is due to an unavoidable scheduling conflict which neither the professor nor the 

student controls and the notice requirements set forth below are satisfied. Examples of 

curricular and co-curricular requirements that might cause the type of conflict to which this 

provision applies include, inter alia, emergency court appearances, moot court 

competitions, and mock trial competitions. If an absence is due to a scheduled curricular 

or co-curricular requirement, then the student must ask the professor of record for the class 

with the curricular or co-curricular requirement to notify the professor of record for the 

missed class in writing before the absence. If an absence is due to an unscheduled or 

emergency curricular or co-curricular requirement, then the student must ask the professor 

of record for the class with the curricular or co-curricular requirement to notify the 

professor of record for the missed class in writing within 48 hours of the absence. 

Absences due to religious holidays will not be counted if the student notifies the 

professor(s) before the absence(s) of the student’s intention to miss class because of a 

religious holiday.

∗ Note that the items identified in the outline will be addressed in the course, though not necessarily in the order presented in this outline.





