Environmental Justice
L9825-001 | Spring 2023
Prof. Clifford J. Villa

Email:  cjv2124@columbia.edu 

Faculty office:  Jerome Greene Hall 815
Phone: (206) 641-1134 


Office hours:  Thursdays, 1-3 pm, and by appt. 
SYLLABUS

Course Description:
Environmental Justice (EJ) has been defined in many ways, but one common definition emphasizes the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people in the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policy.  EJ theory and practice begins with recognition that environmental benefits (such as clean air) and environmental harms (such as water pollution) are often distributed inequitably among communities.  In fact, environmental harms often fall heavier on racial minorities, on the poor, on immigrant communities, on children or the elderly, and on other population segments.  The study of environmental justice examines the various bases for these disparate impacts and also looks for solutions grounded in law, policy, or practice.  Throughout the semester, students will identify both contemporary problems and solutions to concerns for environmental justice.  We will discuss readings, engage with guest speakers, conduct our own research, and learn from each other on the way toward becoming stronger advocates for environmental justice.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Through assigned readings, class discussions, and individual research, students in this course will 
investigate many ways that environmental benefits and harms may be distributed inequitably throughout society.  Students will develop substantive and procedural knowledge and understanding of various approaches to solve problems related to these inequitable effects, drawing from such authorities as environmental laws and regulations, constitutional law, civil rights statutes, and agency policies and practices.  Through the research and writing requirement in this seminar, students will strengthen their skills in legal research, learning to refine research questions; survey relevant statutes, regulations, and case law; and conduct reviews of legal literature and the literature of other relevant disciplines such as sociology and public health.  Students will develop skills in legal analysis and clear, persuasive legal writing as they read good legal writing, work through drafts of their papers, and respond to feedback from their instructor and peers.  Students will also refine skills in oral presentation, as they present works-in-progress and the results of their research.  
Class Hours:

The course will meet Thursdays, 4:20-6:10 pm in Room 304.

Required Texts:

1. Villa, et al., Environmental Justice:  Law, Policy & Regulation (3d ed. 2020)
2. The Bluebook:  A Uniform System of Citation (21st ed. or so)

3. Supplemental materials posted on CourseWorks
Grading:  This is a writing seminar, with no final exam.  Course grades will be based on the final paper, adjusted up or down a notch to reflect the quality of class participation.   
Class Participation:

Attendance.  Class attendance and participation will be essential to success in this course.  Consistent with ABA and Columbia Law School academic policy, students are expected to attend classes regularly and punctually.  CLS defines regular attendance as attending at least 80 percent of all class sessions.  For our course, with 13 class sessions, you will be expected to miss no more than two class sessions.  Absences may be excused for medical needs or religious observance with notice to the instructor.  Attendance will be recorded for each class session.
Readings.  Provisional reading assignments for the full semester are provided in this syllabus.  Students are expected to read all assigned materials and to participate in discussion of the material during each class session.  The success of any small writing seminar depends on the engagement of each student, which assumes that each student comes prepared to each class. 
Presentations.  During the semester, each student will make two presentations to the class.  In the March workshop, each student will have 20 minutes to discuss their work-in-progress, presenting their working thesis, and then allowing time for discussion and feedback.  In the April presentation, each student will have a total 10 minutes:  five minutes to present their refined analysis and tentative conclusions, then five minutes for Q&A and additional feedback.
Seminar Paper:
Your seminar paper should be a substantial, original work in the broad area of environmental justice.  Subjects will be suggested in class, but if you need help finding or refining a paper topic, please let me know and I’d be glad to meet with you individually to discuss.  
Consistent with Columbia Law School policy for student written work, I expect that most papers for JD students will be 6500 to 8000 words (20-25 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, Times New Roman).  For LLM students, I expect most papers will be 3250-4000 words, or 10-15 pages.  I expect each paper to demonstrate thorough legal research on the subject of the paper, to include substantive authorities from legal literature and Bluebook citations.  Beyond writing a paper for this class, I also encourage each student to aim for publishing your paper with a law journal or other academic publication, and I will happily assist you with that process. 

To ensure timely progress and completion of your final paper, the following components must be submitted to me via email by 5:00 pm on the dates below:

· Thesis statement:


Friday, February 17
· Draft outline & bibliography:

Friday, March 3
· Draft paper:   



Friday, March 31 (for Major Writing Credit)
· FINAL PAPER:  


Monday, May 1 or May 8 (per below)
Contact Information:

I will be readily available to meet with students outside of class time.  Please come by my faculty office (815) during office hours (1-3 pm), talk with me immediately after class, or schedule an appointment for another time to talk via phone or Zoom.  Outside of class, the best way to reach me is via email at cjv2124@columbia.edu.  
Accommodations:

Columbia Law School is committed to the full inclusion of students with disabilities in the life of the University.  In accordance with federal law, including the Americans with Disabilities Act, CLS will accommodate and support students with documented disabilities on an individual basis.  

To request disability accommodations for this course, students must first register with Disability Services (DS).  Detailed information on the registration process is available online at https://www.health.columbia.edu/content/disability-services.  If you have already registered with DS, please contact the CLS DS liaison, Jennifer Braden, at jbraden@law.columbia.edu to request specific accommodations for this course.
Class Schedule: 

While adjustments may be made throughout the semester, I intend for class sessions and readings to adhere closely to the following schedule:

Jan. 19

Introduction:  What is environmental justice?
· Villa, ch. 1

Jan. 26

Theories of Causation / Risk and Health
· Villa, ch. 2, pp. 39-49, 52-57, 62-65, 74-81
· Villa, ch. 3, pp. 83-93, 110-112

· Supp:  Cumulative Impacts (EPA 2022), pp.1-5
Feb. 2

Constitutional Rights / Civil Rights
· Villa, ch. 4, pp. 119-139, 140-158

· Supp:  NY Environmental Amendment (Bratspies 2023)

· Guest speaker:  Lilian Dorka, EPA Dep. AA for External Civil Rights
Feb. 9

How to Write a Law Review Article / Ironbound Community documentary

Feb. 16
Environmental Permits / Public Enforcement
· Villa, ch. 6, pp. 207-247 (skip NAACP v. Engler, pp.226-229)

· Villa, ch. 7, pp. 249-256, 263-278

· Guest speaker:  Dr. Nicky Sheats


Feb. 17
Thesis statement due
Feb. 23 
Contaminated Sites / Tribes as Regulators
· Villa, ch. 8, pp. 279-305; 311-321

· Villa, ch. 9, pp. 344-356
Mar. 3

Field trip:  Harlem and The Bronx
Mar. 4

Draft outline & bibliography due
Mar. 9

Citizen Enforcement 

· Villa, ch. 13
· Guest speaker:  Prof. Camille Pannu, CLS Just Transition Clinic
Mar. 16
Spring Recess
Mar. 23
Works-in-progress workshop (graduating students)
Mar. 30
Works-in-progress workshop
Mar. 31
Draft paper due (for Major Writing Credit)
April 6

Climate Justice
· Villa, ch. 14, pp. 477-519

· Supp:  Environmental Justice and the 4˚C World (Villa 2023)
April 13
Student presentations (graduating students)
April 20
Student presentations
May 1

Final paper due for graduating students (JD and LLM)
May 8

Final paper due for all continuing students
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